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A More Perfect Union Questions
1. What type of government did we have under the Articles of confederation?
2. What problems did James Madison write to Thomas Jefferson?
3. Who represented America in Great Britain?

4. Explain how Britain continued to control trade in America?

5. Why was George Washington's attendance at the convention so important to James Madison?

6. What did Shay’s rebellion demonstrate?

7. Why did Washington decline Madison’s invitation to the Convention?

8. What reaction did Washington receive when he entered town?

9. Who was the "soul of the republic" according to Franklin? Why?

10. Who proposes the Virginia Plan? Why?
11. Who wrote the Virginia Plan?
12. What does the Virginia Plan do to the Articles of Confederation?

13. What are the three branches of government proposed by Madison?

14. What does "proportion of the population" mean?  

15. How does proportional representation relate to Madison's plan for congress?

16. Which states did they think would resist the Virginia Plan?  WHY?

17. According to Madison what was the battle for the 'soul of America'?

18. Who was elected president of the convention?
19. What was the function of the Committee of the Whole?

20. What did Madison mean when he said?
a. "All societies are made up of warring factions; rich against poor, race against race, religion against religion.  A small republic like a state too often falls prey to one of these factions.  The results--lawlessness and oppression, especially against the minority.  It is only in a large republic with many different minded people that no one faction can gain control.  In such a republic, the liberties of all such people are naturally safeguarded."

21. What is a faction?

22. What was the first act of the convention?

23. Explain the debate over representation in congress.
24. Discuss the debate over slavery.

25. Why did the Southern states insist on the continued importation of slaves?

26. What compromises did they come up with in regard to slavery?
27. Wilson, of Pennsylvania, supported the election of the president, senators, and representatives by the people.  Why did he feel this way?
28. What was Roger Sherman's Compromise in regards to representation?

29. What was Patterson's "New Jersey Plan"?

30. What did Washington do to save the convention from failure?

31. What is the Grand Committee's compromise?

32. Does Madison change his opinion about the Great Compromise? Why or why not?

33. How many weeks after approval of the Great Compromise will it take to finish the new Constitution?

34. On what date, and by what vote, was the Constitution finally completed?

35. What people objected to the final Constitution and why?

36. Who do you think was the most important person involved in the convention?  Why did you pick this person?

