Comparing American Political Parties

Name:______________________________________ Date:___________
Use the following websites to complete the information below:

· 2012 Republican Party Platform: http://www.gop.com
· 2012 Democratic Party Platform: http://www.democrats.org
Part A.
	Issue
	Republican Party
	Democratic Party

	Immigration

	
	

	Education 


	
	

	Defense Spending


	
	

	Health Care 
(i.e. Obamacare)

	
	

	Gun Control

	
	

	Providing Energy for America 

(i.e. use of natural resources)

	
	

	Foreign Relations
(i.e. ideas about how to deal with other countries?)

	
	

	Raise or Cut Taxes? Why?

	
	

	Social Issues (i.e. Abortion, Same-Sex Marriage)
	
	


Answer the following on separate sheets of paper about Third Parties
#1. 
· Choose 5 third parties that exist out in the political arena.  Go to http://politics1.com/parties.htm
· Explain in a sentence what their primary reason for existence is.
#2. What prevents third parties from playing a more substantial role in our democracy? Should they?  Why or why not? (at least 3 sentences)
