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1. Is it fair that a local business owner has to be caught between the laws of the state and federal government? Whom should he listen to? Who wins—state or federal power? Why?



2. What did the Founding Fathers have in mind when they created a shared power system? 


3. Why don’t DEA agents shut down the Harborside Health Center in Oakland, CA? 


4. How could the Commerce Clause of the Constitution apply to medical marijuana? Why does the owner believe it does not apply to Harborside? 




Power Struggle: Tug of War
5.  In what ways does the federal government step on the rights of the states? Why? 



6. What is the advantage of the state government making laws for the people? What is the role of the federal government in dealing with state law? 




We Can’t Go it Alone!
7. Why would the government concern itself with building a dam in the middle of the desert? 





8. How did the Great Depression put our nation in crisis? What actions did the federal government take to ensure the general welfare of the United States? Through what branch did the New Deal arise? What were seen as the negatives of the New Deal? 





Separate but NOT Equal
9. Why did the students have to put themselves at risk for our country? 



10. What federal branch ruled that the state laws were unconstitutional? Why did the federal government need to step in? 




11. What was the reason the soldiers walked the students straight up the front steps rather than bring them in another entrance? 




The Commerce Clause
12. Why did Wickard believe he was right? Why did he not win his case? How did his case affect other states?



13. Imagine you are hearing the case of Wickard v. Filburn. Where do you fall on the case? What is your argument and why? 

14. Why might it be better for laws to be made by local government? Why is it not always possible to vote with your feet?



15. Where do we fight these battles today? 
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