Name:______________________________________

Document Based Question: The American Revolution

Directions: Each source is accompanied by -question.  First, read and examine the sources and respond to the questions.  Then, answer the final question at the end.  Your final answer must be supported by evidence from all of the sources, including those that seem to contradict your answer to the question.

SOURCE ONE: The Declaration of Independence

	“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”

- Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776


Question 1: According to the Declaration, who has unalienable rights?  Is it possible that the wording of the Declaration could leave out any groups of people?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SOURCE TWO: 

Paintings of the American Revolution, showing African-Americans and women in combat.
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Question 2: Did slaves and women play a role in the war?  Do you think they deserve something in exchange for their service?  If so, what?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SOURCE THREE: Patrick Henry’s speech

	“There is no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable--and let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come…Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!” – Patrick Henry


Question 3: Why does Patrick Henry think war with Great Britain is necessary?  What does he accuse King George of treating the colonists like?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SOURCE FOUR: Letters between Abigail and John Adams.

	"I long to hear that you have declared an independency. And, by the way, in the new code of laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, I desire you would remember the ladies and be more generous and favorable to them than your ancestors.  Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the husbands.  Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we are determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation.” – Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, March 31, 1776


	"As to your extraordinary code of laws, I cannot but laugh. We have been told that our struggle has loosened the bonds of government everywhere; that children and apprentices were disobedient; that schools and colleges were grown turbulent; that Indians slighted their guardians, and negroes grew insolent to their masters.  But your letter was the first [sign] that another tribe, more numerous and powerful than all the rest [women], had grown [unhappy].  Depend upon it, [men] know better than to repeal our masculine systems…We have only the name of masters, and rather than give up this, which would completely subject us to the despotism of the [skirt], I hope General Washington and all our brave heroes would fight." – Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, April 14, 1776


	“I cannot say that I think you are very generous to the ladies; for, [while] you are proclaiming peace and good-will to men [and freeing] all nations, you insist upon retaining an absolute power over wives.” –Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, May 7, 1776


Question 4: What does Abigail Adams ask her husband to do?  What is John Adams’ response?  Why does Abigail feel that his response is unfair?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SOURCE FIVE: Final grievance listed in the Declaration of Independence; was removed from the final version in order to ensure that southern, slave-owning states would support independence.

	“He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant people [Africans] who never offended him, captivating & carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere or to incur miserable death in their transportation [there]…Determined to keep open a market where Men should be bought & sold…He is now exciting those very people to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that liberty of which he has deprived them, by murdering the people on whom he has [imposed] them: thus paying off former crimes committed again the Liberties of one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit against the lives of another.” –Thomas Jefferson


Question 5: What is Jefferson’s final grievance?  Why do you think it was removed from the Declaration?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:______________________________________

FINAL QUESTION: Did the American Revolution really secure liberty for everyone?  To answer your question, you must use evidence from all of the sources.
Format of answer: 

· Begin with your thesis statement.  This is the sentence in which you clearly answer the final question.  Do not begin your essay with “yes” or “no” or by copying the question.
· You must offer at least three reasons to support your thesis.  Each of these reasons must be supported by evidence from the sources.  Examples of ways to cite sources:

· “According to the original version of the Declaration…”

· “In her letter to John Adams on May 7, 1776, Abigail Adams said…”

· “We can see in the paintings of the Revolutionary War that…”

· You must also address any sources that appear to contradict your thesis.  Example:

· “Although the Declaration claims to be offering liberty to all men…”
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