







Name______________________________Period:____
Federal Mandates Project 
Directions: Throughout the history of the United States, power has been shifted between the federal government and state governments.  Hence, the relationship between the federal government and the states has continued to evolve. For the AP Government exam, there are a few essential pieces of legislation (listed below) that you must know. For this project, you will be assigned one of the pieces of legislation, and working with a partner, complete the necessary research and components of this project.
REAL ID Act of 2005
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Clean Air and Water Acts  
Americans with Disabilities Act 
No Child Left Behind Act 
Welfare Reform Act 
Endangered Species Act

( Part I: Background Research

( Explain the major provisions of this legislation. You should highlight at least 3-4 of the most important ones.

( When was this piece of legislation passed? 

( What were the reasons for passing this legislation? In other words, what was the rationale behind the law?

( What were the main arguments of proponents and opponents at the time it was passed? Explain.
(Was this piece of legislation controversial? Was it easy to pass? Explain

( Part II: Issues with Federalism

( In general, what issues of federalism are raised with this legislation? 

( What positions have the major think tanks taken on these pieces of legislation? 
( What issues have the federal and state governments been dealing with regarding this legislation today?

( In your opinion, has the legislation been effective? Why or why not? 
( Part III: Write-up

( Presentation: Prepare handout about your research. This is used to reinforce and explain topics for other students to prepare for the AP exam. This response should be ONE PAGE SINGLE SPACED.
Due on:__________________________
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