AP Government and Politics:

 How to do the Free Response Question 
Step 1:  Plan-Pre-Write

2 minutes: Read question carefully! Think & organize ideas [What does the question ask you to do?

· Underline/Circle the verbs 

· The essay requires you to DO various tasks. Think of this as a recipe.
   Instead of chopping, slicing, and dicing you MUST:
DEFINE –give information that tells what makes it what it is   

EXPLAIN-give information that tells how and/or why   

IDENTIFY-name, classify, recognize the connection   

DESCRIBE-briefly tell what it is like, how it functions, what happened or will occur

COMPARE/CONTRAST-give similarities and differences; be certain to follow directions as to numbers
GIVE EXAMPLES-specify a recent (post-1930s event, situation, case, action, relevant detail

Discuss (less often used)-little more than define so tell about what you are asked about 
Step 2: ANSWER THE QUESTION ASKED

· 2 minutes Brainstorm, write down nouns, phrases-skip sentences here

· Judicious use of graphic organizers; use what works for you, do not get fancy, be efficient

· Do not copy the question 

· Before writing, re-read the FRQ and check your notations
· Literally check the points in the prompt, especially numbers

· Write your response in legible English

· Avoid trying to impress

· Clear straightforward language is better than using vocabulary incorrectly
· KNOW THY GOVERNMENT VOCABULARY AND USE IT APPROPRIATELY 
Step 3: WRITE TO BE UNDERSTOOD

Up to 19 minutes, if you need this much

· Give only the history that is required by the question; this is political science

· Avoid editorializing or giving your opinions, stick to the task

· If you do not know the official name of a case, uses the information you do know, such as one of the parties involved, the time period, the key constitutional issue

· Even if they are not asked for, give examples

· No THESIS, no conclusion:  REPEAT “This is not a history essay!”

· Support your argument with proof in the form of facts, data, or example; but keep them relevant
Step 4:  PROOF READ what you have written

2 minutes-take the time to quickly read through what you have written.  
· Insert words you may have omitted in the writing process
· Add any details, names, laws, cases, periods you might now remember
· Move on to the next question!
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