Name: ____________________________________ Period:_____

THE IMPERIALISTS’ POINT OF VIEW

*Use these three paragraphs to form your argument for imperialism.

The imperialists believed that since other world powers were acquiring territory, the U.S. also needed to do so, in order to compete economically. The U.S. needed colonies and naval bases in order to be a true world power. Furthermore, to abandon these already gained territories would make the U.S. look weak in front of other countries. Imperialists argued that it was American destiny to expand.

John Stuart Mill was a supporter of imperialism, not only for economic gains but to spread cultural beliefs. Use his writings to support your argument. 

The question of government intervention in the work of Colonization involves the future and permanent interests of civilization itself, and far outstretches the comparatively narrow limits of purely economical considerations.

Josiah Strong was an imperialist writer. This is some of his argument. 

America is to have the great preponderance of numbers and of wealth, and by the logic of events will follow the scepter of controlling influence.

There is apparently much truth in the belief that the wonderful progress of the United States, as well as the character of the people, are the results of natural selection; for the more energetic, restless, and courageous men from all parts of Europe have emigrated during the last ten or twelve generations to that great country, and have their succeeded best. I think, the Americans may reasonably look forward to a time when they will have produced a civilization grander than any the world has known. The unoccupied arable lands of the earth are limited, and will soon be taken. Any person, that is physiologically advanced in culture, is sure to live down and finally live out its inferior. Nothing can save the inferior race but a ready and pliant assimilation.
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THE ANTI-IMPERIALISTS’ POINT OF VIEW

*Use these three paragraphs to form your argument for anti-imperialism.

The Anti-Imperialists saw the conquest of other lands as a financial burden, and a waste of energy when there were many problems to solve at home. They feared that imperialism would bring more wars to the U.S. as well. Others saw it as a negative gain, and believed that nonwhite people could never really assimilate into American society
One of the most famous anti-imperialists was William Jennings Bryan. He believed that the United States could be powerful without the taking over of lands. 

“It is not necessary to own people in order to trade with them. We carry on trade today with every part of the world, and our commerce has expanded more rapidly than the commerce of any European empire. We do not own Japan or China, but we trade with their people. We have not absorbed the republics of Central and South America, but we trade with them. Trade cannot be permanently profitable unless it is voluntary. America has exerted upon the human race an influence more potent than all the other nations of the earth combined, and it has exerted that influence without the use of sword or Gatling [machine] gun.” 

This argument comes from the American Anti-Imperialist League, a group formed to protest against imperialism.

We hold that the policy known as imperialism is hostile to liberty and tends toward militarism, an evil from which it has been our glory to be free. We regret that it has become necessary in the land of Washington and Lincoln to reaffirm that all men, of whatever race or color, are entitled to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We maintain that governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. We insist that the subjugation of any people is "criminal aggression" and open disloyalty to the distinctive principles of our Government. 
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