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Lincoln Movie Questions
1. Who is Lincoln talking to at the beginning of the film? What does one of them point out to Lincoln about black soldiers and white soldiers? 

2. After Lincoln has a dream and discusses it with his wife, what does amendment (and what will it do) to the Constitution does she believe the dream is about? 

3. When they are in the carriage, what does Secretary of State Seward tell Lincoln about attempting to pass the amendment? Does he think it’s possible? 

4. Why is the couple who came to see Lincoln about the toll booth issue (remember, he was a lawyer) in favor of the 13th amendment? 

5. How was it legal for Lincoln to free the slaves?

6.  Why did Lincoln feel it was so important to pass the 13th amendment? HINT: Once the war is over with, what did he say was possible? 

7. What does Lincoln’s party members do to sway votes for the 13th amendment?

8. Why was Seward upset with Lincoln? 

9. What does Lincoln’s oldest son (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) argue with his dad about? 

10. How does Thaddeus Stevens (Tommy Lee Jones) feel about the slaves? 

11. Why was it important for Lincoln’s amendment that Stevens (Tommy Lee Jones) only said he believed that all men are ONLY equal under the law? 

12. Why do Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln fight about their oldest son? What does the fight turn into?
13. What does Stevens do to the other Senator from his state (the Democrat Coffroth)?

14. Why do Democrats want to postpone the vote on the 13th amendment? 

15. Why does Lincoln hand his note over to the other messenger?

16. Why do some senators vote “abstention”?

17. What do Seward and Lincoln ask of the Confederates in their meeting? What does the Confederate Vice-President say is the only way he’ll agree? 

18. Who is Lincoln talking to on the porch where he says “we’ve made it possible for men to do terrible things?” What does he mean?
Answers:

19. Who is Lincoln talking to at the beginning of the film? What does one of them point out to Lincoln about black soldiers and white soldiers? 

Two black soldiers. One of them points out that black soldiers are treated much differently than white ones- paid less, fed less, etc, even though they are all sacrificing their lives. 

20. After Lincoln has a dream and discusses it with his wife, what does amendment (and what will it do) to the Constitution does she believe the dream is about? 

The 13th Amendment

21. When they are in the carriage, what does Secretary of State Seward tell Lincoln about attempting to pass the amendment? Does he think it’s possible? 

He said they wouldn’t have enough votes (They’d be 20 votes short). 

22. Why was the couple who came to see Lincoln about the toll booth issue (remember, he was a lawyer) in favor of the 13th amendment? 

They wanted a quick end to the war. 

23. How was it legal for Lincoln to free the slaves?

He could take property from the opposing side during the war. 

24.  Why did Lincoln feel it was so important to pass the 13th amendment? HINT: Once the war is over with, what did he say was possible? 

He thought once his war powers were through he the southern states would take slaves again saying he had no power to free them.  

25. What does Lincoln’s party members do to sway votes for the 13th amendment?

They pay off opposers to get enough votes. 

26. Why was Seward upset with Lincoln?

He sent for a delegation to meet with the South to discuss peace. 

27. What does Lincoln’s oldest son (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) argue with his dad about? 

He wants to quit law school and join the military. 

28. How does Thaddeus Stevens (Tommy Lee Jones) feel about the slaves? 

He wants to free them all and give them the vote. 

29. Why was it important for Lincoln’s amendment that Stevens (Tommy Lee Jones) only said he believed that all men are ONLY equal under the law? 

If he said he believed they should be treated equal, they would lose the votes of those who were just on the line of saying yes. 

30. Why do Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln fight about their oldest son? 

She is upset that he is letting the oldest enlist and she’s still upset about their youngest son’s death. 

31. What does Stevens do to the other Representative from his state (the Democrat Caughroth)?

He convinces him to vote with the Republicans for the amendment. 

32. Why do Democrats want to postpone the vote on the 13th amendment? 

They believe the southern delegates have come to town to declare peace. 

33. Why does Lincoln hand his note over to the other messenger? 

The first messenger said against the President—that his note was a lie, so he gave it to the other guy. 

34. Why do some senators vote “abstention”? They are afraid. 

