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Role Selection for
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
For the purposes of our Mock Congress, we will have the following standing committees, which are actual committees in the real Senate. Just like in the real Senate, each Senate member will serve on several committees. 
	Name of Standing Committee:
Foreign Relations Committee


	Name of Standing Committee:

Armed Services Committee

	Name of Standing Committee:

Education and the Workforce Committee
	Name of Standing Committee:

Energy and Commerce Committee
	Name of Standing Committee:

Homeland Security Committee
	Name of Standing Committee:

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
	Name of Standing Committee:
Science, Space, and Technology Committee

	Committee Chairman:


	Committee Chairman:
	Committee Chairman:
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	Rank and File Members of the Committee:
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Name:__________________________________________________

Mock Congress - Standing Committee Work 

Steps for Committee Work:

1. Each Committee Chairman will decide and announce the time frame (within the 2 hour class period) when the committee will meet. (Note: Some committee members will be double or triple booked and therefore may not be able to make the meeting on time. This happens in the real Congress too!)

2. The Committee Chairman decides who will present their bill first. 

3. Each person on the committee will have the opportunity to present their bill to the committee. 
4. For each bill, the committee members shall consider and pose the following questions to the presenting representative:

a. Is this bill necessary?

b. Will the public approve of this idea? How many and what types of people will this bill benefit?
c. Is this bill a good use of taxpayer money? Can you rationalize the amount being spent to the public? Will it require the government to raise taxes?

d. Do the members of this standing committee support the idea?

e. Will this bill get bipartisan support?
f. Is the whole House likely to accept this idea?

g. Will the bill get the support of the Senate? What about the President?

h. What will it take to implement this bill if it turns into law? 

i. Any other reasons you think this bill needs to “die” or be amended?

5. The committee will vote on the one bill they want to keep and pass on to the full House floor debate. (Think: If your own committee does not believe in your bill, how can you convince the rest of the House, Senate, President, or general public to accept it? Thus, most bills will die in the committee process. Additionally, a bill could be pigeonholed – ignored and postponed indefinitely – unless a discharge petition is used to get it out of committee and to the floor.)

6. By majority vote, the committee can decide to amend (make changes to) the bill. During the mark-up session, earmarks are often added to the bill by various members of the committee.
7. You may do further research on the bill and meet with lobbyists who want to influence the legislation.

8. You may also contact the president herself or her White House staff to ask if the Chief Executive will extend her support to this bill.
Mock Congress Post-Lesson Reflection 
(Use and underline relevant AP Government key terms whenever possible!)
1. Explain today’s class activities. What specifically happened within each of your standing committees? 
	Committee #1:
	Committee #2:
	Committee #3:



	
	
	


2. Identify and explain your specific roles in the policymaking processes today.
3. Explain any challenges, interesting revelations (A-ha! Moments), or enlightened understandings you have about the way Congress works as a result of today’s activities.

4. What questions or areas of confusion do you currently have in regards to standing committees and policymaking in the Congress? What steps can you take to remedy these areas of confusion?
Mock Congress Day 2 – Senate Floor Debate 
1. Agenda determined by House Rules Committee and influenced and led by Speaker of the House.

2. Floor action is limited in time and nature by House Rules Committee.

3. Purpose of floor action is to debate and vote on bill to see if a majority will approve the bill.

Mock Congress Post-Lesson Reflection Day 2 

(Use and underline relevant AP Government key terms whenever possible!)

1. Explain today’s class activities. What specifically happened during full floor debate and voting procedures? 

2. Identify and explain your specific roles in the process today.

3. Explain any challenges, interesting revelations, or enlightened understandings you have about the way Congress, specifically floor debate, works as a result of today’s activities.

4. What questions or areas of confusion do you still have in regards to committees, floor debate, or Congressional policymaking in general?

