Presidential Scandals Flip Flop

Name: ________________________      Date: ________________      Pd. ___
Directions: Answer the questions listed in the Flip/Flop about the Watergate Scandal. 

Source:   http://www.ushistory.org/us/58a.asp 
	FLIP
	FLOP

	The Brake In: On June 17, 1972, five men were arrested after breaking into the headquarters of the Democratic National Committee located in the Watergate Hotel in Washington, D.C. The burglars were not ordinary thieves. They carried wiretaps to install on telephones. They carried cameras to photograph documents. Four of the five criminals were anti-Castro Cubans who had been previously hired by the CIA. 

The Watergate cover-up was initially successful, though it would soon become the most notorious political scandal in American history. Despite a headline story in The Washington Post by Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein suggesting White House involvement, Nixon went on to win 49 of 50 states in the November 1972 Presidential election.
	1. Describe the infamous event that occurred on June 17, 1972?
2. Did the incident initially affect Nixon? Explain your answer.

	Public Pressure Mounts: When the burglars were tried in January 1973, one of them admitted in a letter that members of the Nixon Administration ordered the Watergate break-in. A Senate committee was appointed to investigate, and Nixon succumbed to public pressure and appointed Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox to inspect the matter. 
Many high-level White House officials resigned including Nixon's Chief of Staff. In an unrelated case, Vice-President Spiro Agnew resigned facing charges of bribery and tax evasion. In a televised speech, Nixon assured told the American public "I am not a crook.”  
	3. What role did the Senate play in the Watergate scandal?
4. How did the Senate’s involvement portray the concept of “checks and balances”? 

	The “Smoking Gun”: Nixon looked like he would escape being connected to the incident until it became public knowledge that he had taped every conversation held in the Oval Office. 
Nixon flatly refused to submit the tapes to the committee. Public outcry pressed Nixon to agree to release typewritten transcripts of his tapes, but Americans were not satisfied. The tape transcripts further damaged Nixon. On the tapes he swore like a sailor and behaved like a bully. Then there was the matter of 17 crucial minutes missing from one of the tapes. Finally, in U.S. v. Nixon, the Supreme Court ordered Nixon to give the evidence to the Congress.
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By this time, the House of Representatives was contemplating Nixon’s impeachment, and Nixon knew he did not have the votes in the Senate to save his Presidency. On August 8, 1974, Nixon resigned the office, becoming the first President to do so. His successor, Gerald Ford, promptly awarded Nixon a full pardon for any crimes he may have committed while in office. The press and the public cried foul, but Ford defended his decision by insisting the nation was better served by ending the long, national nightmare.
	5. What caused Nixon to finally submit his tape recordings to Congress?
6. Explain the viewpoint of the accompanying political cartoon.

7. Why did Nixon eventually resign?

8. If you were Gerald Ford, would you have pardoned Nixon? Explain your reasoning. 

9. How do you think the Watergate Scandal affected the public’s view of government?




Presidential Scandals Flip Flop

Name: ________________________      Date: ________________      Pd. ___
Directions: Answer the questions listed in the Flip/Flop about the Clinton Impeachment. 

Source: http://www.ushistory.org/us/60c.asp  
	FLIP
	FLOP

	Bill Clinton’s Rise: As Bill Clinton became the President in January of 1993, It seemed like he had everything going for him. He defeated an incumbent President and became the first Democrat to win the White House since Jimmy Carter defeated Gerald Ford. He had a Democratic House and a Democratic Senate to work with him. 
However, the Republicans won control of the House of Representatives in 1994. In 1995, the federal government briefly shut down over squabbling by the Democratic White House and the GOP led House. The House, led by Speaker Newt Gingrich hoped to slash spending on social programs to lower the federal budget. In the end, the public sided with Clinton and in 1996 he won reelection. Nevertheless, this was just the beginning of the partisan divide.

	1. What was the result of the Democrats and Republicans each holding power in different parts of the federal government in the 1990s?
2. How is the current partisan environment similar/different to the political landscape of the 1990s?

	Bill Clinton Stumbles: In January 1998, a scandal that nearly ended Clinton's Presidency unfolded in the press. It was reported that Clinton engaged in a sexual relationship with a White House intern named Monica Lewinsky during his first term. Although Clinton originally denied the charges, overwhelming evidence was presented that Clinton and Lewinsky engaged in repeated sexual contact, even in the Oval Office.
Republicans were outraged. An independent counsel named Kenneth Starr was appointed to gather evidence against Clinton. As the summer of 1998 ended, Clinton admitted that many of the reports were true and that he was ashamed of his behavior. 
The House approved two articles of impeachment—obstruction of justice and committing perjury during his testimony in a grand jury investigation involving Clinton’s relationship with another woman, Paula Jones. In December 1998, Clinton joined Andrew Johnson as the only Presidents to be impeached. In such proceedings, the Senate has the final word and acts as a judge and jury. Two-thirds of the Senators must vote guilty to remove a President from office. Clinton survived this final vote to impeach that unfolded along party lines. 
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	3. What did Clinton do that eventually led to him being impeached by the House of Representatives?
4. List the official counts of impeachment made against Clinton.

5. According to the US Constitution, what is the role of the US Senate if an official is impeached? What eventually happened to Clinton?

6. Explain the viewpoint of the accompanying political cartoon.

7. How do you think Clinton’s actions affected the public’s view of government? 


