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	Political Spectrum Survey
	


Directions.—Each of the statements below represents a political position.  For each topic, select which position statement most closely matches your own. (Please realize that not all conservatives may agree with all of the conservative statements, and not all liberals may agree with all of the liberal statements.)  You will add up the point value of your responses at the end.

	1. Health Care
	Everyone has the right to free, comprehensive health care which the government should provide.
	All people should be able to have access to affordable health care.  It should be provided at lower cost for those who have trouble affording it.
	Health care costs should be lower.  Some government assistance should be there for people who need it.  It should be easier for people to get health insurance.
	Health care costs would be lower if we had less government regulation.  There’s too much fraud and waste in Medicare and Medicaid.
	If you come into an emergency room with no way to pay, they should let you die.  Okay maybe not, but my tax dollars shouldn’t pay for it.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Government Regulation
	Business will take whatever unfair advantages it can.  We need government regulation to keep businesses from cheating or harming people.
	It’s important to have government regulation.  Some businesses can behave in unfair or unsafe ways, and government regulation exists to protect the people.
	Some government regulation is good, but too much is a bad thing.  There are probably a few regulations we can get rid of.  We need to reform the system so that we only have the regulation we need.
	We should only have the regulations we need and it’s a lot less than what we have now.  Too many regulations burden businesses.
	There should be little or no government regulation.  It’s not needed and it hurts business growth.  Market forces will ensure quality, safe products and safe working conditions.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Immigration
	We should open our borders to everyone and let people cross freely.  We are a nation of immigrants.  The more the better.
	It should be made easy for people to come to this country and become US citizens, or just to work here or go to school here.  Undocumented workers are not criminals.
	We should make it easier for law-abiding immigrants to work here legally, but not allow so many that it threatens the jobs of American workers.
	We need to do a better job keeping out drugs and terrorists.  It’s okay for some people to come work here, but the illegals should go back to their home country first and do it the legal way.  People here illegally should not get any government benefits.
	We should finish building the border fence, put more armed guards all along the border, and round up all the illegal aliens and deport them.  We should also pass a law to prevent “anchor babies”.

	
	
	
	
	
	


	4. Gun Control/Gun Rights
	Gun ownership is not a “right”. I don’t care what the Supreme Court says.  Handguns and assault weapons should be banned.  Ownership should be limited to military and law enforcement and require permits and background checks.  All firearms should be registered with the government.
	Gun ownership should be limited to just those people who have a valid reason to own a gun.  They should have to apply with the government to get a permit.  They should also have to register their guns.  Assault weapons should be banned.
	People have a right to keep and bear arms, but the government should pass common sense gun control laws.  There should be restrictions on assault weapons and high capacity magazines.  There should be universal background checks.
	Gun control is generally a bad idea because if you outlaw guns, then only outlaws will have guns.  A few restrictions might be okay, but nothing that would fundamentally infringe on a person’s right to keep and bear arms.
	No gun control period.  I have the right to keep and bear arms in order to revolt against the government if necessary.  I should be able to buy and own whatever weapons I want, and the government has no right to know about it.  Government should fear the people, not the other way around.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Auto Company Bailout
	The government should have taken over the car companies and paid all retirement benefits to auto workers.  The bailout allowed them to go back on their promises of pensions to their retired workers.
	The government was right to bailout the car companies, but there should have been more tax dollars set aside to pay for the pensions promised to life-long auto workers.
	The government was probably right to bail out the auto companies.  It probably saved jobs, but we should make it so we never need to do it again.
	The government should have let the auto companies go bankrupt, but then provide loan guarantees for financially-sound companies that wanted to buy them.
	The government should have let the auto companies go bankrupt instead of using our tax dollars to save them.  Other companies would have bought them up.  The government should not have been involved at all.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Prayer in School
	Of course there should be no prayer in school.  It should be against school rules or illegal for students to pray at school or school functions.  Religion should stay in the churches.  If students belong to a religion that requires prayer during the day, the school should provide them with a closed room so that other students may not see them pray.
	There should be no prayer in school.  If students want to pray on their own they can but they shouldn’t do it in the bigger public spaces like in front of the school, in hallways, or at sporting events like football games.
	Observing a moment if silence is okay because students can use that time to pray or just to think.  Public schools shouldn’t encourage religion, but they also shouldn’t keep kids from praying or having religious clubs so long as it doesn’t interfere with school operations.
	Prayer should be allowed in school.  Maybe it shouldn’t be led by teachers or staff, but as long as it is initiated by students it shouldn’t be seen as a problem.  Kids should be able to lead prayers on the football field or at sporting events if they want.  Religious clubs should be encouraged, but not required of course.
	Of course there should be prayer in school.  It was wrong to get rid of it.  It’s all part of the war against Christianity by liberals.  In fact, prayer should be part of the morning announcements like it used to be.  There should be prayers at sporting events, too.

	
	
	
	
	
	


	7. Public Education
	Public schools are a failure because of conservative policies.  We need to support teacher unions and spend more federal money on public education for more schools, and more teachers to reduce class size, and for higher teacher pay.
	Public schools are doing the best they can but we need to increase spending for more teachers in the classroom, new technology, and repairs to old school buildings.  We need to build more new schools, too.
	Public schools are doing okay but they could improve.  It’s important to support them because public education benefits everyone. But we need to spend our money more wisely and eliminate wasteful spending on things that aren’t needed.
	Public schools may be doing the best they can, but we need to allow parents the choice to use vouchers to send their kids to private school or charter schools.  More charter schools should be encouraged.
	Public schools are a failure because of liberal policies. We should end public education and let all schools be private.  We would save billions in tax dollars and education would improve if opened to competition.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Fiscal Policies
	We need to raise taxes on the wealthy and increase spending during the economic downturn in order to stimulate the economy.  We also need to put a 95% tax rate on any money anybody makes over $200,000 per year.  No one needs that much money.
	We need to raise taxes on the very wealthy to help reduce the deficit.  We should cut military spending since we aren’t fighting in Iraq anymore and will soon be out of Afghanistan.  But we need to keep spending on Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid so that they elderly and poor have at least some financial support.
	Taxes should stay where they are.  If any are going to be raised, it should only be on the very rich, and then not by much.  We need to get spending under control.  We can do this by reducing some entitlement benefits—like raising the retirement age.  People are living longer anyway.
	Taxes should be lowered for the middle class, and we should develop a plan to balance the federal budget as quickly as possible.  We’re going to need to cut some entitlement benefits.  We also need to stop spending on silly “green” companies that won’t amount to anything.
	Lower taxes.  Cut government hand-outs to dead-beat slackers including entitlement and welfare programs. Require a balanced budget amendment.  Do not raise the debt ceiling ever again.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Civil Rights
	There is still a lot of racism and discrimination.  We need federal laws and policies to protect minorities.  We need more affirmative action programs to make sure more minorities get jobs they deserve.
	The government still has a role in protecting people’s civil rights.  There is still discrimination that we must work to eliminate so that all people have a level playing field.
	Everybody should have a level playing field.  Civil rights should be protected for everyone. No one should get special treatment.
	There are very few situations where the government would need to protect civil rights.  We should make sure that civil rights protections are not being taken advantage of.
	Civil rights = special privileges.  No one should get special privileges. It violates the Constitution.  Racism isn’t really a problem anymore anyway.  People use it as an excuse.

	
	
	
	
	
	


	10. Labor Unions
	Labor unions are a major benefit to America and our economy.  Because of labor unions we have a middle class.  We need strong federal laws to protect labor unions and to encourage them in states that resist them.
	Labor unions are necessary for workers to be protected against business owners who otherwise wouldn’t pay them what their work is worth.
	Labor unions generally help workers.  Existing laws are adequate to protect both labor unions and workers.  Each state should be allowed to decide if workers should have to join a labor union.
	Labor unions may get higher pay and benefits for some workers, but employers will have to fire others they won’t be able to afford.  Labor unions should only exist for certain industries, and no one should ever be required to join.
	Labor unions are one of the main things holding this country back.  They should be outlawed.  Let workers offer their labor in competition with one another and let employers set pay.
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Then, add up the totals in all the boxes.  Be careful of the + / – !

TOTAL : __________
	If your number is between:
	– 50 and – 30
	– 30 and – 10
	– 10 and + 10
	+ 10 and + 30
	+ 30 and + 50

	then you are:
	liberal
	somewhat liberal
	moderate
	somewhat conservative
	conservative



