Name:_____________________________________ Period: ______
PUBLIC OPINION POLLS
1. Go to pollingreport.com and scroll down to “Issues” and/or realclearpolicy.com: according to the polls, which issues do most people think are important for the government to address? (look at how often people are asked about the topic or recently)
2. Go to pollingreport.com and scroll down to “Issues” and/or realclearpolicy.com: according to the polls, which issues are less important? Why do you think that is? (look at the last time a pollster asked a question about the topic) 
3. Pick one of the polls from the website and look at how the phrasing of the question can affect the poll results?  Give an example. Write down which issue and website you found the information. 

4. Do any of the polling questions "lead" a respondent toward a specific answer? Are there any questions that are unclear or biased? If so, what changes would you suggest? Are there any events that could possibly skew the results of this poll? Explain.
5. Based on this information, if you were running for office in the next election, which issues would you address in your platform?  What would you propose?

6. Should public opinion polls be used in setting the policy agenda?  If so, how? What are the dangers in using public opinion polls in establishing public policy?

7. Go to realclearpolitics.com, click “2016 Presidential Election”, and “Latest Election” and find the following:
A. Describe the most significant result of the opinion poll data.
B. Identify how many people were surveyed if available.
C. Identify the margin of sampling error for this survey.

