SEEING VIETNAM THROUGH MUSIC
Below you will see the lyrics to four songs that were written about Vietnam. Determine what message the artists wanted to convey to the American public. 

GOODNIGHT SAIGON
 By Billy Joel

We met as soul mates on Parris Island
We left as inmates from an asylum
And we were sharp, as sharp as knives
And we were so gung ho to lay down our lives

We came in spastic like tameless horses
We left in plastic as numbered corpses
And we learned fast to travel light
Our arms were heavy but our bellies were tight

We had no home front, we had no soft soap
They sent us Playboy, they gave us Bob Hope
We dug in deep and shot on sight
And prayed to Jesus Christ with all our might

We had no cameras to shoot the landscape
We passed the hash pipe and played our Doors tapes
And it was dark, so dark at night
And we held on to each other
Like brother to brother
We promised our mothers we'd write


And we would all go down together
We said we'd all go down together
Yes we would all go down together

Remember Charlie, remember Baker
They left their childhood on every acre
And who was wrong? And who was right?
It didn't matter in the thick of the fight

We held the day in the palm of our hand
They ruled the night, and the night
Seemed to last as long as six weeks...

...On Parris Island
We held the coastline, they held the highlands
And they were sharp, as sharp as knives
They heard the hum of our motors
They counted the rotors
And waited for us to arrive

And we would all go down together
We said we'd all go down together
Yes we would all go down together

Fortunate Son
By Creedence Clearwater Revival

Some folks are born made to wave the flag
Ooh, they're red, white and blue
And when the band plays "Hail to the chief"
Ooh, they point the cannon at you, Lord
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no senator's son, son
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one, no

Yeah! Some folks are born silver spoon in hand
Lord, don't they help themselves, oh
But when the taxman comes to the door
Lord, the house looks like a rummage sale, yes

It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no millionaire's son, no
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one, no

Some folks inherit star spangled eyes
Ooh, they send you down to war, Lord
And when you ask them, "How much should we give?"
Ooh, they only answer More! more! more! yoh

It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no military son, son
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one, one
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no fortunate one, no no 
REVOLUTION 
By The Beatles


You say you want a revolution 
Well, you know - We all want to change the world 
You tell me that it's evolution 
Well, you know - We all want to change the world 
But when you talk about destruction 
Don't you know that you can count me out 
Don't you know it's gonna be all right 
all right, all right 

You say you got a real solution 
Well, you know - We'd all love to see the plan 
You ask me for a contribution 
Well, you know - We're doing what we can 
But when you want money 
for people with minds that hate 
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Don't you know it's gonna be all right 
all right, all right 

You say you'll change the constitution 
Well, you know - We all want to change your head 
You tell me it's the institution 
Well, you know - You better free you mind instead 
But if you go carrying pictures of chairman Mao 
You ain't going to make it with anyone anyhow 
Don't you know it's gonna be all right all right, all right, all right, all right, all right, all right, all right, all right , all right 


    All I can tell is brother you have to wait

For What It’s Worth
By Buffalo Springfield


There's something happening here
What it is ain't exactly clear
There's a man with a gun over there
Telling me I got to beware
I think it's time we stop, children, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
There's battle lines being drawn
Nobody's right if everybody's wrong
Young people speaking their minds
Getting so much resistance from behind
I think it's time we stop, hey, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
What a field-day for the heat
A thousand people in the street
Singing songs and carrying signs
Mostly say, hooray for our side
It's time we stop, hey, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
Paranoia strikes deep
Into your life it will creep
It starts when you're always afraid
You step out of line, the man come and take you away
We better stop, hey, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
Stop, hey, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
Stop, now, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
Stop, children, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down


Name:____________________________________

SEEING VIETNAM THROUGH MUSIC ANALYSIS

Answer the following questions about TWO of the songs listened to in class.		


1. Title the song: _____________________________________________________________________________


2. What message do you feel the artist was trying to convey to the public?___________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did they convey that message? (be specific with song lyrics) ?________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. Do you think the artist was successful at conveying the message to you? Why? _____________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________



5. Pick another song from the list: _______________________________________________________________


6. What message do you feel the artist was trying to convey to the public? ___________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. How did they convey that message? (be specific with song lyrics) _________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Do you think the artist was successful at conveying the message to you? Why? _____________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


9. Compare this kind of propaganda to the WWI and WWII propaganda. How is it similar and different than what we’ve seen in WWI and WWII? (Be specific) ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


10. Name one other song that you have heard in your lifetime in which the artist’s main goal was to comment on a major event in history and state how they did it. Be specific with song lyrics. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
