This is War!
Work with a partner to solve the following problem


You are the leader of a country in Europe called Alania.  Your country has been making a lot of money lately.  You own land in Africa and South America where you have access to coal and lumber.  These are your two main resources and you have recently set up factories to convert the coal and lumber into usable products like stoves and tables.  You sell these products to other countries around you. Alania has had a long history of working well with another country, Landonia.  Landonia has helped protect you in the past and you have promised that you will help them in return if a situation arises.  Landonia also works closely with a third country called Robland.  Robland has bad blood with a country called Nicolville.  Nicolville and Robland  were fighting over the same land but Nicolville ended up controlling the land. Nicolville is friendly with another country called Lindsia. Lindsia sells food to Nicolville while Nicolville sells weapons to Lindsia.  The two countries have enjoyed this exchange for many years and fully trust each other.  Robland, on the other hand has a close trading partner: smaller country called Madelina.  Madelina and Robland have shared resources in the past to help one another when they were struggling for money.  They also speak the same language and their people often emigrate from one country to the other.  


Everything is going well in Europe for a few years.  During that time Nicolville perfected the machine gun, and they think they have the ability to make a big impact in a short amount of time, but since there is no war there is no need to try out the weapon.  Madelina starts to get annoyed with its neighbor, Lindsia.  The Madelins think that that the Lindsians are starting to take over part of their land.  The two countries try to have talks to solve the problem but they cannot seem to reach an agreement.  Finally, a man dies from Lindsia and the entire country blames the Madelins.  Madelina denies that they killed anybody but they declare war on Lindsia after Lindsia declares war on them.  Robland declares war on Lindisa as well, because they want to help their partner country, Madelina.  Nicolville, who has been looking for a reason to declare war on Robland also joins the war.  Landonia sides with Madelina and Robland. Suddenly, the entire continent is in a war and you are the only neutral (impartial) country left.

Fill in the following chart

	Country Name
	Friendly Country
	Enemy Country

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Based on the information provided, answer the following questions on the back of this sheet:

1. List all of the countries that are fighting together on both sides.

2. Your country, Alania, gets pressured to join the war.  Which side would you join?

3. Why are the countries fighting?  Explain the top two reasons.

4. Do you think that your country should go to war?  Why or why not? (4-5 sentences on back )

5. Based on this scenario, what do you think the main causes of World War I (The Great War) would be?
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